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Introduction
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New Strategies for Livable Cities





What is a Livable City?
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Place

Livable Neighborhoods 
and Lively Downtowns

Place

Rich and Varied Cultural Life 

Public Safety 



Healthy Environment-Healthy Lifestyle 

Effi cient and Effective Government 

Strong Civic Culture

Place



People

People

High Quality Public Schools 



Developing the Workforce: 
Skill Development and Career Ladders

People



Embracing Diversity 

People

Access to Jobs



Healthy Families

People



1) Centers of  Learning 

2) Centers of  Innovation and Creativity

Payroll

Key Roles for Cities

Drawing on these solid assets, there are fi ve 
interrelated economic roles Connecticut cities 
can effectively play:

1) Centers of  learning
2) Centers of  innovation
3) Center of  entrepreneurship 
4) Centers of  culture
5) Centers of  interchange. 

Payroll



5) Centers of  Interchange 

3) Centers of  Entrepreneurship and Markets 
for Growth 4) Centers of  Cultural Assets 
3) Centers of  Entrepreneurship and Markets 3) Centers of  Entrepreneurship and Markets 

Payroll





Why Should Connecticut Citizens Care about our Cities?

H

Cities provide vital resources to their regions.

Ineffi cient development is an added expense 
for all Connecticut taxpayers.



The present level of  state assistance to cities 
is an unsustainable cost to all Connecticut 
taxpayers.

The problems of  the cities are spreading to 
its suburbs.



The failure to address poverty in our cities 
will become an increasing drag on regional 
economic growth and productivity.

The ability of  a region to attract and retain 
knowledge workers in the future is greatly in-
fl uenced by the attractiveness of  the lifestyle 
offered by its cities. 





Understanding Connecticut’s Cities

B
Connecticut’s Unique Urban Structure 

Many Regions—Many Cities



Connecticut’s Unique Urban Structure

A State of  Small CitiesCross-state Economic Linkages 



The State of  Connecticut’s Cities Today

The State of  Connecticut’s Cities Today 



Average Annual Employment Growth



Educational Achievement

Connecticut Cities: Educational Achievement



Educational Achievement



Poverty Rates & Mean Household Income





Fiscal Capacity





Barriers to Livable Cities

Key Challenges 

Failure to retain and attract young adults 

Loss of  the middle class 

Erosion of  infrastructure



Erosion of  civic engagement and civic 
leadership 

Counterproductive state fi scal and land use 
policies 

Weak political constituency for cities 

Key Challenges



An Inadequate Policy Response

The focus has often been on “silver bullets.”

Neighborhood investment has lagged down-
town investment.

Policies and program operate in their own “silos.” 

There has been a failure of  will on complex 
structural issues. 

An Inadequate Policy Response





Implementing a Livable Cities Agenda
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The State’s Role

Leadership and Coordination Fiscal Reform 



The State’s Role

Regional Land Use Policy Reform 

Urban Investments and Public Services



The Regional Role

The Regional Role

Economic Development Workforce Development



The Regional Role

Governmental Effectiveness 

Transportation 

Land Use Policy 



The Local Role

The Local Role

Good Schools

Effective, Effi cient, and Ethical Public 
Service Delivery 

Well-conceived Tax and Regulatory Policies

Strategic Investments



The Local Role

Partnerships and Civic Leadership





Government Effi ciency and Effectiveness
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Why use Indicators?

 
Why use Indicators?

Data and Indicators in General



 
Benchmarking Indicators for Selected Cities



Getting from Indicators to Results

Getting from Indicators to Results



Our Urban Future: A Coalition for Connecticut Cities
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End Notes


